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A DOUBLE TKAGEDY.

WIFE MURDER AND SUICIDE
AT WICHITA.

O. E. Ilart Shoot His Wife and Kills
Himteir Link Pitts, the Came or the
Trouble, Makea Hi Escape, bat tba
Police Are After Him.

Wichita, Kan., June 22. A terrible
double tragedy ocenrred in this city
yesterday, the sequel of three sensa-
tions, all happening- in this county
within the past year. 0. E. Hart, a
farmer of this county, shot and killed
his wife, Ida Hart, at a boarding1 house
on North Main street, where lie had
followed her from their home in Sun-nydal- e,

finding her in company with
a man named Link Pitts. After kill-
ing his wife, Hart blew out his own
brains with a revolver. The circum-
stances leading up to the tragedy are
as follows: On the morning of Ma3'2
Link Pitts, who then conducted a
creamery at Sunnydale. was found ly-

ing in his bed, apparently stupefied
from effects of chloroform. His wife
was under the influence of a drug and
in a critical condition. The day pre-
vious Pitts had been to Wichita,
where he cashed several hundred dol-
lars worth of checks for the neigh-
bors, who were furnishing milk for
the creamery, and this money was
missing. The house was torn up as
though burglarized and everybody be-
lieved Pitts' story to the effect that he
had been robbed. In a few days, de-
tectives discovered that Pitts had
bought tho chloroform, and he con-
fessed and restored the mone3'. On
Tune 1 Pitts returned home, and
informed his wife excitedly that
he would have to ilee the
country, as Hart had found him
with his wife. Pitts tied, but the
neighbors did not believe the report
lie started, as the Hart family stood
very high in the community. It was
soon confirmed, as Hart brought suit
for divorce, alleging adultery, and
naming Pitts as The
wife fiied a cross bill, but before the
date for ,he trial a reconciliation was
effected, and the suits withdrawn.
Yesterday it came to light that Pitts
had kept up a correspondence with
Mrs. Hart continuously since that
time.

It seems that Pitts arranged with
Mrs. Hart to meet in this city Satur-
day evening, and sent her a telegram
over the signature of one of her rela-
tives here, asking her to come to
Wichita, as her friend. Miss Edith
Mueller, was lying at the point of
death and wanted to see her. Mrs.
Hart left for Wichita on th 3 morning
train Saturday, but the telegram did
not disarm her husband's suspicion,
and he concluded to follow her. He
bought a revolver and started on a
hunt for his wife. He suc-
ceeded in locating their rooms
and found his wife there, but
Pitts had lied. A few minutes
later Mrs. Hart screamed and shouted
for the police. Four shots were fired
in quick succession, and when the
door of the room was burst open by
the police they found the husband and
wife lying on the floor, dead. A note,
signed by both, was found, which
gave the following explanation for
the rash act: "To parents, or whoever
it may concern: Know ye that we,
the undersigned, are tired of life, and
have agreed to put a slop to it. We
smejrelj ask and request thai we be
buried together. A gooil-b- y to all.

"0. 11. li.YKT.

'Ida Haki-.-
The signature of Mrs. Ilart to this

remarkable agreement is not believed,
by those familiar witli her handwrit-ins- r.

to oe genuine. Ifshesiirncd the
instrument iugoou faith she weauened
when tlic test came, as occupants
of the building heatd her call for
the police. Itoth the husband
aud wife are highly connected, us is
also Pitts. Wheu the divorce proceed-
ings ere pending Mrs. Ilart claimed
that Pitts had hypnotized her. She
stated that she loathed the man. but
that when in his presence she was en-
tirely under his eontrol. The police
are searching for Pitts.

For Teller, Iewelllnc and Simpson.
Wichita, Kan., June 2- -' Sedgwick

county Populists selected delegates to
the appellant court convention. Res-

olutions were adopted favoring union
of the silver forces, commending Tel
ler's course in walking out of the St
Louis convention, indorsing Jerry
Simpson's candidacy for rcnomination
from the Seventh Congressional dis-
trict and urging the renomination of
Levelling for governor. The latter
xnadc a speech.

Supreme United Workman Officer.
Buffalo, X. Y., June 22. Ofiiccrs

of the supreme lodge, A. O. U V.

have been elected as follows: Su-
preme master workman, J. G. Tate of
Nebraska: supreme foreman, W. S.
Uolson of Texas: supreme overseer, II.
C. Sessions of South Dakota: supreme
guide, Oeorge M. Langeof Minnesota:
supreme watchman, Thomas Cnpit of
Utah: trustees, R. It Fen-e- of Con-
necticut and Louis Anfenger of Colo-
rado.

"Dynamite Dick" la Umbo-GcTHttiE-,

Ok., June 2i Dynamite
Dick, alias Dan Wiley, the last mem-
ber of the notorious Doolin and Dal-to- n

gangs to be captured, was lodged
in the federal jail here last night. He
has been constantly chased by officers
for several years, a reward of
hanging over his head. The charge
on which he is held is the murder of
Deputy Marshals Houston. Speed and
Shadley in the Ingalis battle three
years ago.

1

raaeral Over a Iin Corpse.
- Portsmouth, Ohio, Jane 22. A

queer religious ceremony was cele-
brated at the little chapel at Fallea
Timber, in this (Scioto) cbaaty, yes-
terday. It constated of a funeral
oration and the accompanying solem-
nities, with the "corpse" in the front
pew of the church, alive and welL
The man whose erratic mind con-
ceived this innovation is Lorenzo Dan
McKinney, a rich farmer and a man
of commanding influence ia the
county. .He is a fatalist, and .al-
though in perfect health, believes he
will die within the jearf

POLITICAL NEWS NOTES.
Montana Democrats elected an

delegation and indorsed
Senator Teller's course at St. Louis.

Democrats and Populists of Lyon
county, Kan., have fused on a joint
county ticket.

The mother of the emperor of China
is dead, aged 62 years.

McKinley is overwhelmed with con-
gratulations and visits from delega-
tions from all parts of the country.

Mark Hanna has been elected chair-
man of the national Republican com-
mittee.

The Democrats of Moberly, Mo., in-
dorsed Iloukaday for governor and
liaskett for Congress.

Senator Forakcr is out in a lengthy
statement to the effect that the St.
Louis convention took no new stand
on silver, but simply made a more ex-oli-

declaration than heretofore be-
cause of the stand of the silver Re-
publicans in the Sen ate voting against
the Dingley tariff bill, and "that, the
bolt of Senator Teller and his asso-
ciates was without excuse.

of the Navy Whitney
has issued a statement to 'the public
in which he declares that if Demo-
cratic convention nominates a silver
manfor president and adopts a silver
platform the party will meet the most
disastrous defeat in the history of the
:ountry.

A. P. A. leaders are very much dis-
satisfied with the St Louis convention
for ignoring their principles in the
platform, and declare that McKinley
will lose !, 000,001) votes in conse-
quence. The election of R. C. Kerens
as national committeeman for Missouri
was especially distasteful.

NEWS IN BRIEF.

The Oxley Stave factory at Camden,
Ark., was destroyed by fire.

Judge James H. Shell of Audrain
county, one of Missouri's oldest citi-
zens, is dead.
feIt is thought to be certain that Miss
Uclle liennet of Topeka, Kan., went
down with the Drunimond Castle off
the coast of France.

The weekly statement of the New
York banks show a decrease of S0,"00,-00- 0

in cash holdings and an expansion
of in the loan account.

II. II. Sherard visited Oscar Wilde in
Reading prison. lie says that Wilde
is a wreck, physically and mentally.

OMAHA'S EXPOSITION.
Business Men or the City Called Upon

to Ituwe $250,000.
Omaha, June 20. The business men

of Omaha met last night to discuss
the trans-Mississip- exposition pro-
ject. G. W. Watties, president of the
Trans-Mississip- Exposition associa-
tion, gave a brief but thorough account
of the nature 'of the exposition and
the benefit it would be to Omaha and
Nebraska and said: "To make the
exposition such a success as it must
be. the city should appropriate a large
sum. the state should do the same and
he people of Omaha should contrib-

ute at least M million dollars to the
enterprise. 1 believe we can rely on
Douglas county to do its share. Sen-

ator Allen told me the other day that
if we can raise U million dollars he
did not doubt but that 500,000 more
could be obtained from the next
Congress, and that he would introduce
a bill to that effect."

Representatives from several West-
ern .states were present and plans for
the big show discussed in detail.

LEADVILLE MINES CLOSE.

Owner and the ITuiou Clnsh and Strike
and Lockout Follow.

Lkadvim.k, Col., June 22. Unless a
settlement shall be quickly reached
between the mine owners and the
Miners' union work is likely to be sus-

pended at nearly all of the silver mines
in the camp. The Ibex company,
owners of the Little Johnny mine,
shut down all of their properties to-

day. All the miners were also laid off
indefinitely at the Alps, Garbutt, Yak
and other mines where the men's
wages were 83 per day.

Although the trouble originated in
a demand of the union for :i per day
in silver mines, the owners of which
claim, they cannot pa' such wages at
the present price of silver, the owners
claim that the real issue is whether
the Miners' union shall be nermittcd
to dictate the employment of only
union men, and they will tight this to
the end.

The streets are crowded with miners,
but thev are well behaved.

No News or a Conflict.
LexDox, June 20. Inquiries at the

colonial office y shows that the
secretary of state for the colonies,
Mr. Chamberlain, has received no con-
firmation of reports from Caracas that
a sanguinary conflict has taken place
in the territory in dispute between
Great Britain and Venezuela in Brit-
ish Guiana and the rumor is not con-
firmed there.

Arcideatially Killed Himself.
Marion. Kan.. June 22. C. Neider-hausc- r.

a prominent shoe merchant of
this citj, while oiling a revolver pre-
paratory to killing a vicious dog,

discharged the weapon, kill-
ing himself. Mr. Neiderhauser was
prominent in business aud social cir-
cles, and was a member of a number
of secret societies.

Ufttinc Anxioas.
London'. Jnne ""2 The Daily News,

Liberal, has an article in which it
a?ain strongly urges upon the gov-
ernment a prompt settlement of the
Venezuelan question.

Dickinson Polls Oat off the Race.
Clinton. Ma, June 22. C. C Dick-

inson, yesterday announced that he
has withdrawn from the race for the
Democratic Congressional nomination
of ttte Sixth district. This probably
insures Congressman DeArmond's

by acclamation.

Jade Shell of Mexico, Mo. Dead. I

Mkxico. Mo , Jnne 22. Judge James j

U. Shell died last night. He was born j
in Sullivan county Tenn.. August G, j

ISIS, came to Missouri in 1843 and was j
a veteran in the Mexican and Indian j
wars. )

A QUEER KANSAS SECT

BRETHREN OF CHRIST AND
THEIR RELIGIOUS CUSTOMS.

Believe That They Are the True Fol-

lowers off Christ and That All Others
Are Heretics Great Prosperity the
Keward off Their Devotion.

Abilene (Kas.) Letter.
HE annual pil-- 1

X l grimage of the
Kansas River
brethren will take
place soon, and the
trains going out of
Kansas City will
take whole car-
loads of bearded

" men wearing plain
clerical clothing,
wide-brimm- hats

and heavy hoots, and women whose
garb and cloth bonnets are of the most
quakerlike appearance. The River
Brethren are Pennsylvaniansin thought
and inclination, and their Pennsyl-
vania thrift has made their homes on
the prairie models of neatness, comfort
and prosperity. They have succeeded,
where others have failed .and are prob-
ably the most prosperous of Central
Kansas residents.

Originally they are Germans, two
brothers having led them from the
fatherland early in the century to find
a land where greater freedom in re-

ligious matters might be secured.
They were Brethren in Christ, prop-
erly speaking, but because they lived
by the Susquehanna were dubbed
"River Brethren," and even yet, al-

though their homes are on the high
prairies, the name clings to them. The
Kansas branch has its headquarters in
this county, where there are 2,000 of
them, and they make much of the
county's substantial wealth.

Crowded out of Pennsylvania, they

CHAUNCEY

The above is a portrait of Chauncey
I. Filley, the celebrated Missouri poli-
tician, who has again become a promi-
nent figure in national politics. In the
late state convention he measured
strength with that other republican
leader, Richard C. Kerens, and came

sent two spies westward to find them
homes, Bishop Jesse Engle and Elder
Samuel Zook, then, as now. their
chiefs, came west and decided upon
this county for the end of the new exo-

dus. Not much attention had been
paid to them, and the town's surprise
may be imagined when one spring day
300 quaintly dressed men and women
alighted and were put in possession of
two train loads of household goods and
Implements. It was a veritable tribal
exodus, and they were equipped to
stay. It was estimated that when they
left the keystone state they carried, in
addition to their goods, 500,000 in
cash in their pockets. But no hotel
profited by their coming. A deserted
frame warehouse had been fitted up
rudely and was turned into a great
barracks, where the crowd lived until
all were settled on farms, which were
purchased for cash. The first night
in the prairie country was devoted to
a great prayer meeting, but, although
religious feeling waxed strong, there
were no conversions, for all were with-
in the fold.

Their quaint ways, queer dresses and
odd appearance attracted much atten-
tion for a time, but now they come
and go, teach In the public schools,
wear their white cambric head dresses
in church and are unnoticed.' They
have become known as sure pay and
absolutely trustworthy. They believe
in standing by one another, and are
clannish to a remarkable degree. If
one fails in business a hand is Held out
to lift him to the safe places again.
Tkree years ago Bishop Engle thought
his farm too small, and he purchased

sore land, making extensive improve-
ments. Crops failed and he assigned
his property to the brethren in the
church, the liabilities exceeding the
assets hy ,. A council was called.
Ha appeared before it and explained

his condition and expressed the con-

trition which he felt. The church
had a special meeting, and contribu-
tions were called for. One by one the
brethren went forward, amid prayers
and rejoicing, and put down their
names for from flOO to $400 in cash,
and raised a fund which paid every
creditor and made the bishop free of
all claims. Nor do they expect any
reward or repayment. It is a part of
their religion to do this for one an-

other.
The aim of the church is to keep

the members humble. One who fails
to allow his hair to grow long upon
his shoulders or a woman guilty of a
bit of ribbon is in danger of excom-
munication. The women's dresses are
gray or black without a flounce or bit
of trimming, and watch and chain are
an abomination. One of their leading
members was elected county superin-
tendent of schools by the republicans
and is the only one to hold office. It
nearly cost him his church standing,
as they called him before them for the
violation of doctrine in soliciting
votes.

"I know," said he, "that I asked
some to vote for me. but I wanted an
indorsement of my first term and will
never do it again."

This suited them and he was let off
with an admonition. Seldom do they
go to the polls and since this incident
they have done so less than ever.
However, any one who thinks them
lacking in political shrewdness is mis-
taken. One year ago last fall, in
Hayes township of this county, about
a dozen of the brethren decided to
vote. They are all republicans and
the populists thinking their religion
might interfere with their taking an
oath concluded to save the precinct by
challenging their votes and compelling
them to swear them in.

"Very well," said the leader, and he
raised his hand. The others did like-
wise and the votes, were cast. But the
leader did not leave the room. He

1. FILLEY.

out first best. Mr. Filley has had much
fun poked at him on account of the
peculiarity of his dress. He is seldom
seen, winter or summer, without that
big broad-brimm- hat which he wears
in the picture from the Chicago Times-Heral- d.

quietly took his seat and waited. Soon
a leading populist who had resided in
the township since the '70s came up.

"I challenge that man's vote," came
from the River Brother. Everybody
was astonished, but he insisted on his
point. The judges of election were in
a hurry to get the big vote out of the
way, but it made no difference. All
day the brethren sat near the ballot
box, calmly challenging every voter
until each one had taken his oath of
residence and allegiance. It was prob-
ably the best attested election ever
held In any precinct in the state.

The one crowning pleasure to a com-
munity deprived of the card table and
two-ste-p is visiting. The church ser-
vices last all day with visiting times
between sermons. Frequent family
visits are made and then once a year
comes the trip back east to the old
Pennsylvania home. This is usually
taken at the time of the church's gen-
eral conference. This trip was anoth-
er thing the people of Kansas did not
understand. After the emigration of
1879 about three years, the agent of the
Union Pacific depot here was called
to the ticket window by one of the
brethren one day and asked: "How
much is the excursion fare to Lan-
caster, Pennsylvania?"

"Thirty dollars and forty cents."
'The man went away and the agent

forgot it Next Monday morning
teams with the queer foreposted carry-
alls were seen coming into town from
all directions, each wagon loaded with
portly brethren and having a trunk
strapped on behind and huge lunch
baskets under the seats. They un-

loaded at the depot and filled the waiting-

-room with a jolly throng, most of
them talking English, but a few revert

ing to their native Swiss-Germa- n

tongue.
One of them walked up to the ticket

window and took out a- long leathei
purse, which he emptied in a clinking
mass of gold, silver and bills 13,040 ic
cash.

"Give me 100 tickets to Lancaster,"
he remarked coolly, as if only buying
a paper of pins. The agent's breath
was fairly taken away, and it was with
difficulty that he could get the tickets
ready in time for the east-boun- d train.

After that the railroads were ready
for them, and traveling passenger
agents began to work for their good
graces. Free transportation for the
ladies, chair cars (the height of the
brethren's dream of luxury) and quick
time were promised lavishly, but the
shrewd churchmen soon learned that
the scramble meant profit to them and
would start out in car-loa- d lots for the
cast, buying tickets only to Kansas
City, intending to get better rates
there because of greater rivalry.

The church services are remarkably
quiet and unemotional to an outsider.
No ordained minister is in the pulpit

only some farmer-elde- r, who is will-
ing to serve freely. Comments are
offered fiom the pe'.vs, and there is 3

BETHEL CHURCH.
great deal of lovefeast testimony, every
one being given a chance to make a
few remarks as to their spiritual wel-

fare. It is opposed to their church
polity to make a will, join a lodge
or have pictures taken. Photographers
have small business in the towns where
the population is largely of River
Brethren.

But with all their odd ways they are
good advertisers of Kansas and its pos-

sibilities. They have made the desert
blossom as the rose and are not afraid
to tell it. Their numbers are constant-
ly being increased by immigration from
the east, and but few go back east to
live. Of the River Brethren popula-

tion in this county not one has been in
the poorhouse or dependent upon alms.
But one man has been before the court
and there were grave doubts as to his
guilt, as the evidence was wholly cir-
cumstantial.

They build Pennsylva-
nia red barns and stuff them full of
oats and hay for the sleek horses and
the well-bre- d cows. They give much
attention to cattle, hens and hogs.
They have been the most successful
creamery managers in the state. One
company of River Brethren in this
county pays out $18,000 a month to
farmers for milk and makes a brand
of butter that is sold and known from
Chicago to the City of Mexico. They
have nearly 700 patrons for the cream-
ery, and it Is a curious sight in the
summer mornings to see the long lines
of farm wagons driven by the wife or
big sister of each household, coming
up to the creamery station to unload
the precious burden. When crops have
failed this milk money has been the
salvation of many a family.

Economy and hard work are their
mottoes, and they live up to them reli-

giously. Few, indeed, are the homes
that have upholstered furniture or
Brussels carpets, "and the young men
are quick to see that no extravagance
will find favor in the eyes of sweet
hearts.

The semi-annu- al feet washing is one
of the quaint customs of the brethren.
Men and women gather in their barn-
like church bethel, they call it and
their feet are stripped of shoes and
stockings, preparatory to the observ-
ance of the rite. The elders serve on
the men's side and the deaconesses on
the women's. With basins of water
and immaculate towels they go up and
do.vn washing their neighbors' feet ir

ISM
A BROTHER OF CHRIST,

token of humility, and say over each
pedal extremity a prayer.

Indastrloas Fanner's Wife.
A farmer's wife in Michigan kept a

record last year of her cooking opera-

tions. Her husband was dumb with
astonishment when she produced this
record for a family of six: Three hun-

dred and twenty-fiv- e loaves of bread,
83 tins of biscuit, 15 loaves of brown
bread, 267 pies, 130 cakes, 35 puddings,
114 dozen cookies, 108 dozen ginger
snaps and 14 chicken pies. Nor does
this include the meats and vegetables.
That this list is not above the average
is readily seen by dividing it into week-

ly portions. Machinery and
are already making life easier for

tin: woman who does her own house-

work. Boston Commonwealth.

Patriotisms.
There is need of patriotism in Amer-

ica to-da-y. It would counteract nat-

ural selfishness and give greater re-

sponsibility to the citizen. Rev
Hearj' Anstlce.
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Tho Blcyeh Face.
"Have you observed," inquired Satan

casually, "that there isa loci of
agony upon the countenances

of the burning shades than there used
to be?"

"Oh, yes," answered Lucifer, rolling
a fresh cigarette. "That is the bicycle
face, you know. They assume it nat-
urally the minute they begin to
scorch."

There was a natural sequence, from
the order of which departure could not
be lightly taken.

A Mistaken Diagnosis.
A song with the title, "There's a Sigi

in the Heart," was sent by a young
man to his sweetheart, but the paper
fell into the hands of the girl's father,
a very unsentimental physician, who
exclaimed:

"What wretched, unscientific rubbish
is this? Who ever heard of such a
case?"

He wrote on the outside:
"Mistaken diagnosis; no sigh in tha

heart possible. Sigh3 relate almost en-
tirely to the lungs and diaphragm."

Where His Paper Circalated.
An Arizona editor wrote to an East-

ern commercial firto. that did business
in his section, soliciting an advertise-
ment, to which the latter replied by
asking:

"Where does your paper go?"
With much promptness the Arizona

man answered:
"To North and South America, Eu-

rope, Asia, Africa and it's all I can
do to keep it from going to "

A Bright Bojfc

Mother "Johnny, you can't go in
swimming on a full stomach."

Johnny "If you'll only let me go,
I'll swim on my back."

Keeping Up the Work.
"Have we had a protest from any-

one recently?" asked the Sultan, as he
lit a fresh cigarette.

"No, your Majesty," replied the chief
of the file department.

"No nation has deigned to record a
kick?" said the Sultan scowling.

"None, your Highness."
"Then have some more Armenians

killed at once. I will not be neglected
in this shameful way."

Her Graduation Kay.
"Have you written your graduation

essay?" asked Maud.
"Yes," replied Mamie.
"Wasn't it a lot of work?"
"Just dreadful. First I had to hunt

up words that were big enough, and
then I had to keep looking in the dic-

tionary to see what they mean, and
honestly, I began to think I never
would get it finished."

Mow He Proved It.
"As many as eight burglars got into

my house last night and I thought I
would come and tell you about it,"
said young Mr. Fitts. "Did you get a
good look at them?" asked the desk
sergeant. "Didn't see 'em at all."
"How the how do you know how
many there were?" "Because they ate
one of my wife's cooking school pies
No seven men are equal to that 1ob.'

nard to Classify.
Pruyn I suppose, as a matter of fact,

a baby is really nothing but a little
animal?

Popper Yes; the difficulty i3 to tell
what kind.

Pruyn What do you mean?
Popper Well, I can't just classify

him when he crows one minute and
bellows the next. Puck.

Danreroas Possibilities.
"But why do you not print a card and

deny the accusation?" inquired the
politician's wife.

"Deny it?" howled the politician,
"and then have them prove it? No; 1

will treat it with contempt." Truth.

Can't Help It.
Blenkington I wonder why

"churchyards yawn," as Shakespeare
says?

Pemberton Probably the epitaph!
of the deceased milionaires make then
tired. Truth.

A Son s Sollcltade.
"I had a fight yesterday with the boy

next door."
"Yes, his father called at my officf

to-da- y about it."
"I hope you came out as well as 1

did." Life.

Where Ho Coaid Always See It.
Husband Do you know, my dear, t

never get tired of looking at that pho-
tograph of you.

Wife Why don't you have it frame"
and hung up in the club? Life.

No Reaaosi for Aaxlety.
"Does your wife worry about yon

when you travel?"
"Not at all. She knows I always buy

accident insurance." Life.

LIsMs to Fractare.
He And so you wish to break of

our engagement, long as it Is?
She The longer a thing is, the eastos

it Is to break off. Li'- -


